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The crime of holding a huge amount of property from unidentified sources has 
been controversial since its establishment. People involved in discussion include 
experts and scholars specialize in legal research, and judiciary staff who have long 
engaged in judicial practice. Moreover, the discussion has even spread to legislative 
community. The academic views that surfaced are worth discussion. The current 
situation of the struggle against corruption is grim due to imperfect legislation and 
defects in investigative techniques and other factors. The amounts of money 
involved in crimes of dereliction of duty, corruption, bribery committed by public 
officials, when temporarily unascertainable, are often categorized under the crime of 
holding a huge amount of property from unidentified sources and penalized lighter 
accordingly. As such, the crimes of dereliction of duty, corruption, and bribery are 
not punished appropriately, and the criminal law principle of punishment 
commensurate with crime is not fundamentally implemented. Therefore, it is 
necessary to strengthen the research on the crime of holding a huge amount of 
property from unidentified sources and relevant regimes, so as to correctly define 
and legally punish such crimes and to prevent cherry picking and the circumvention 
of law. For the above purposes, this article would carry out systematic and in-depth 
exploration of the crime of holding a huge amount of property from unidentified 
sources and relevant regimes from the angles of the crime’s establishment, costs and 
subjects based on legislative mode and relevant regimes and typical cases of the 
crime both home and abroad. Further, the article will propose on how to perfect 
criminal legislation and clean and honest administration. 
In the first chapter, this article mainly explore the contents of the crime of 
holding a huge amount of property from unidentified sources and the reason why 
many criminals circumvent law through cherry picking from the perspectives of our 















The second chapter mainly analyzes Chinese criminal legislation and judicial 
interpretation of this crime since our country’s establishment, and the reasons for lag 
in legislations from the perspectives of economic transformation, development and 
political reform. The third chapter analyzes the subject, object, subjective aspects 
and objective aspects of the crime from the point of the constitutive elements of the 
crime. The forth chapter specifically touches the defects in legislations of this crime 
and relevant problems from the perspectives of the establishment of this crime and 
its specific application in judicial practice. The fifth chapter proposes on improving 
the legislation of this crime and construction of clean and honest administration in 
light of the problem that have surfaced.  
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